
The War of 1812 becomes lost in the details of Northumberlandõs early     
history. Throughout the American Revolution (when North American colonies      
rebelled against British rule, which eventually resulted in the establishment of what 
today is the United State of America), and after it ended, many of the loyalists who 
survived fled to North America, following the promise of land grants and new        
settlements. Once the settlers began to clear their lots and build homes their focus 
was on the business of everyday life, not war. 

 From 1792 onward, local men between the ages of 16 and 60 were required 
to serve in the Northumberland and Durham Militia. When the war broke out on 18 
June 1812, 187 men were mustered from the United Counties of Northumberland 
and Durham. 126 of those were from Northumberland County. Thankfully many of 
the early settlers had previous training and experience in the military, as most of the 
recipients of Crown Land Grants were former officers of the American Revolution. 

 Lieutenant Colonel Peters had command of the 1st Regiment,                 
Northumberland Militia during the War of 1812. As the Americans had control over 
the lake, Danforth Road became the only possible supply route and Northumberland 
was generally the stop over for various units travelling between York (Toronto) and 
Kingston. The Northumberland Militia, called upon to protect and maintain the roads 
and waterways, served in a key position aiding the government in the transportation of 
stores and equipment. After the capture of York in 1813 by General Pike, British 
troops fled toward Kingston, with many of the soldiers finding lodgings in the homes 
of local residents of Northumberland County. 

 Zaccheus Burnhamõs family was 
one of many who took in troops during 
the war. Zaccheus was a Captain in the 
Militia during the War of 1812, along 
with his brother Asa (also a Captain), 
and another brother John (Ensign). 
Quarter Master Benjamin Ewing also 
sheltered troops in Halidmand; his 
wifeõs family (the infamous Barnum 
family) took in troops as well, and one 
night those same troops accidently.  . . 
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burned down the Barnum home. The home built to replace the one that burned still 
stands today in Grafton. 

 The Massey family also sent their sons into the war. Daniel Massey and his wife 
Rebecca moved their family from New York in the early 1800s, to settle in Haldimand. 
Daniel, who in 1812 was forty-six years of age, along with his two eldest sons, Samuel, 
twenty-two and Jonathan, twenty, were called to serve in the war. In May 1813, just 
after the invasion of York, Daniel and Rebeccaõs eldest son, Samuel, was wounded while 
serving the militia. He later died of his injuries at age twenty-three. He was buried near 
the family homestead in what came to be known as the Academy Hill Cemetery. Many 
other families in Northumberland County contributed to this war effort, either in man-
power or supplies, or providing a safe place for troops to rest. While the Northumber-
land Militia many not have played a large role in the War of 1812, the role they played 
was an important one. 

 Now that winter is finally upon us itõs time to get out on neighbourhood rinks 
and play some of Canadaõs national past-time: Hockey! All across Ontario children and 
adults alike lace up their skates and head to ponds, or rinks, to shoot some puck.  Port 
Hope, of course, is no exception to this rule.  Port Hopers have always loved this great 
sport, and perhaps the most active group in this regard is the Beaver Athletic               
Association. 

 The B.A.A. grew out of a previously existing group known as the West End 
Rink Club (Englishtown).  In 1946 the constitution of the Beaver Athletic Association 
was drafted, and an outdoor skating rink was built at the corner of Little Hope and     
Sullivan Streets. It was originally formed by a three-person executive; including Keith 
Carruthers, who was involved for 15 years.  Six men served as the first coaches for the 
B.A.A.: Wes Friar, Mitt Fleming, Jim Archibald, Ted Watts Sr., Howard McMann, and 
Gord Rose. 

 With both Baseball and Hockey Minor League teams on the go, the B.A.A. was a 
labour of love for those original coaches.  But it soon 
proved to be too much, and the baseball teams,            
unfortunately, were sent to the chopping block in favour 
of a sole focus on hockey. The B.A.A. has even trained 
one of Port Hopeõs top exports in hockey: Jim Roberts - 
The Stanley Cup winner played peewee hockey under the 
Beaver Athletics umbrella. Beaver Athletic Association 
minor hockey teams still exist in Port Hope today.  The 
association continues to foster a love of Canadaõs winter 
sport in the youth of Port Hope, and hopefully the B.A.A. 
will be around for years to come! 

The Port Hope Archives is home to the Beaver Athletic Association fonds.  Please contact us at 905-885-
1673 or archives@porthope.ca for more information! 
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